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another of the great palace they erected in Marrakesh,
the Saadian tombs show us the splendour of contem-
porary Moorish art. Other achievements stand to the
credit of this dynasty The Sultan Ahmed al Manzor
crossed the Sahara to Timbuktoo and seized the
treasures of the negro ruler, which he brought back to
his capital along with thousands of negro slaves
How his army succeeded in crossing the waterless
Sahara, a journey still difficult and even dangerous,
is one of the puzzles of history that will never be
solved
After a hundred and fifty years the Saadian rule
came to an end Mohammed, head of a Shereefian
family which had come from Gumbo in Arabia and was
directly descended from the Prophet, now emerged
from the deserts of the Tafilalet, destroyed the Saadians,
and in 1649 founded the Filali or Alaouite dynasty
His descendants still rule Morocco to-day
The greatest Sultan of this dynasty was the notorious
Mulai Ismail, concerning whom there is so much
diversity of opinion It is a curious thing that a man
whose memory is looked upon with loathing by
Europeans should be regarded with veneration by the
Moors. Christians think of him as a monster of iniquity;
Moslems remember him as a stern upholder of their
faith, and a great and able ruler In actual fact there
seem to be some grounds for both points of view, and it
would appear he was a very evil man, and an excep-
tionally able organizer He certainly may with justice
be regarded as the father of his people, considering the
number of children he added to the population. All
sources agree on a very large figure, and one of his
descendants assures me with the utmost pride that he
had five hundred sons and as many daughters, an